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The black monochrome painting, an ar-

chetypal Modernist myth, has resurfaced
recently in strength. If Modernism was a
mindset that looked forward — into the
unknown — then the enticing void of the
black square might be its essential image.
The problem with more recent examples is
that, transformed into a retrospective sign
for all that it has previously represented,
it can become the perfect art commodity.
What would look cooler over your mini-
malist coffee table?

Vincent Vulsma’s black paintings com-
prehend this pitfall by making the com-
modity a part of their recipe. The title,
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“Ars Nova E5305-B,” refers to the product
number of the commercially pre-prepared
canvases, which form the supports for the
cight paintings that make up this installa-
tion. The canvas comes wrapped in protec-
tive plastic, which Vulsma has left intact.
He has sprayed the sealed objects with
black gloss paint, causing the wrapping
to expand into drooping folds, then used
a fine white spray to highlight the folds
as relief, before allowing the paint to dry
and the plastic to contract back to flush. It
leaves a faint image of drapery, resonant of
old-master figuration. It is also, however, a
basic sign for illusion, and for the process
which the work has undergone. If it is sug-
gestive of a cultural history, it is also purely
materialistic, a closed loop that describes
its own realization. The elegance of the
installation — a neat collection of shiny
black objects — makes it ideally consum-
able, while the original sales packaging
underneath the paint never lets you forget
that it never pretends to be anything else.
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